UNITED CONTAINER DEPOT

BUYER HANDBOOK

Business Overflow Container
Buyer Handbook

A conversion-ready field reference for choosing size, condition, site and delivered
scope without skipping exact-plan verification.

Property approval
Confirms landlord, zoning, fire-lane and site requirements.

Workplace rules
Control aisles, stacking, handling, access and employee safety.

Content requirements
Control food, records, electronics, chemicals and sensitive inventory.

Qualified design
Controls structural cuts, electrical work, occupancy and egress.

Planning resource only. Verify the exact container, contents, delivery route, site and current requirements before purchase, loading, modification or
use.

UNITED CONTAINER DEPOT PAGE 1



START WITH THE OPERATING PROBLEM

Turn overflow space into controlled business
capacity.

Choose, place and operate a container so inventory stays visible, reachable and accountable.

NOMINAL SIZE COMPARISON

2X nominal length

20FT | 160 SQ FT

40FT | 320 SQ FT

Standard exterior height: 8FT 6IN | High Cube exterior height: 9FT 6IN

Exact interior and door dimensions vary. Verify the exact unit.
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THE FOUR-GATE DECISION

Do not let nominal volume decide alone.

Contents

Site
Operation

Approval

UNITED CONTAINER DEPOT

Dimensions, weight, sensitivity and compatibility

Route, ground, drainage and working clearance

Access, retrieval, inspection and security

Control food, records, electronics, chemicals and
sensitive inventory.

Controls size, layout and environmental
needs

Controls delivery and daily usability

Controls whether storage saves time

Controls what is permitted for the exact plan
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BUYING

Four buying decisions before delivery.
01 | Business buying guide

Map what is overflowing, how often staff retrieve it and where a truck can place the unit. Then compare exact condition and
delivered scope.

FIELD NOTE Start with the operating bottleneck, not the container color.

02 | 20FT vs 40FT

A 20FT unit can suit tighter lots and smaller overflow. A 40FT unit doubles nominal floor area but requires a route and layout
that make the added depth useful.

FIELD NOTE Measure door openings, pallets and handling equipment against the exact unit.

03 | New vs used

Inspect the exact unit for doors, roof, floor, seals, corrosion and prior use. Use stricter condition criteria for sensitive inventory
or customer-facing placement.

FIELD NOTE A broad grade name is not a substitute for the actual unit condition.

04 | Delivered cost

Request one written delivered scope, then model the site and operating costs separately. Do not compare a depot-only
number with a fully delivered alternative.

FIELD NOTE Include redelivery risk when site access has not been verified.
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SITE & DELIVERY

Four site & delivery decisions before delivery.

01 | Rear-lot placement

Confirm property permission, zoning, fire access and carrier approach before treating an open patch of asphalt as approved
space.

FIELD NOTE Doors, stairs and loading activity can expand the operating footprint beyond the steel box.

02 | Commercial delivery route

Schedule a controlled delivery window and have the carrier approve the full route, unload method and final orientation from
current photos and measurements.

FIELD NOTE A route that works after hours may not work during normal receiving traffic.

03| Landlord and zoning

Confirm duration, screening, setbacks, signs, foundations, utilities and contents with the landlord and authority having
jurisdiction.

FIELD NOTE Verbal permission from a site contact may not bind the property owner or local authority.

04 | Fire lane clearance

Have the authority having jurisdiction confirm placement and clearances, especially when the contents add combustible load.

FIELD NOTE Door swing, carts and staged goods must not creep into an emergency route.
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INVENTORY

Four inventory decisions before delivery.

01 | Pallet and carton layout

Use actual pallet and carton dimensions, keep aisles clear, stack securely and place heavy or slow stock where it will not
block fast movers.

FIELD NOTE Maximum fill is not maximum usable capacity when staff cannot reach the product safely.

02 | Retail seasonal stock

Separate saleable stock from fixtures and returns, label zones by season and protect items according to their temperature and
humidity needs.

FIELD NOTE A plain steel container may not suit temperature-sensitive products.

03 | Restaurant overflow

Use containers for suitable non-food overflow only after confirming sanitation, chemical separation, fire and property rules.
Food requires an appropriate approved environment.

FIELD NOTE Never assume a standard container is food-grade or climate-controlled.

04 | Warehouse overflow

Assign locations, receiving ownership, cycle counts and replenishment rules before the first pallet enters the unit.

FIELD NOTE Overflow without a system quickly becomes lost inventory.
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OPERATIONS

Four operations decisions before delivery.

01 | Receiving workflow

Create one handoff from receiving to the container record, including quantity, location, condition and the person responsible.

FIELD NOTE Do not let deliveries bypass the inventory system because the container is outside.

02 | Fast and slow movers

Keep fast movers closest to safe access, reserve deeper zones for slower stock and revisit the plan as demand changes.

FIELD NOTE A layout based on arrival order creates repeat handling and blocked aisles.

03 | Shelving and aisles

Use appropriately rated shelving, stable loads and clear aisles. Follow OSHA material storage and handling requirements for
the workplace.

FIELD NOTE Improvised shelving and overhanging stock can turn routine retrieval into a falling-object hazard.

04 | Counts and labeling

Use fixed locations, durable labels and a count cadence tied to value and movement. Reconcile exceptions before
replenishment.

FIELD NOTE An accurate spreadsheet is not useful if the physical location labels are missing.
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CONTENT PROTECTION

Four content protection decisions before
delivery.

01 | Condensation control

Stop leaks and ground moisture first, avoid loading wet goods, then choose ventilation or conditioning based on climate and
product requirements.

FIELD NOTE A vent count alone does not predict humidity performance.

02 | Electronics storage

Sensitive electronics often need controlled conditions beyond a plain container. Follow manufacturer limits and use measured
climate control when required.

FIELD NOTE Do not rely on insulation alone to control heat or humidity.

03 | Records and archives

Use a records plan that meets legal and insurer requirements. Sensitive paper may need conditioned, fire-protected storage
rather than a standard unit.

FIELD NOTE Do not put irreplaceable records into an unmonitored environment.

04 | Textiles and furniture

Load dry, clean items with protective spacing and packaging, keep them off damp surfaces and inspect the environment
through the storage period.

FIELD NOTE Plastic wrapping can trap moisture when items enter damp.
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SECURITY

Four security decisions before delivery.

01| Locks and lockboxes

Use compatible commercial hardware and a lockbox where appropriate, then combine it with placement, lighting and
controlled keys.

FIELD NOTE Security must cover the full door system and the people who access it.

02 | Key control

Limit credentials to named roles, remove access promptly and use an entry or issue record for high-value stock.

FIELD NOTE Uncontrolled duplicate keys undermine inventory accountability.

03 | Cameras and lighting

Test identification views at night, cover the approach and doors, and align retention with the business security policy.

FIELD NOTE A camera is not a replacement for locks, lighting and closeout.

04 | Nightly closeout

Name the closer, record unusual activity and confirm the unit is secured after the last retrieval.

FIELD NOTE Shared responsibility often means no final check occurs.
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COMPLIANCE

Four compliance decisions before delivery.

01| Fire load screening

Have the authority having jurisdiction and insurer review relevant contents and placement. Keep exits and fire access clear.

FIELD NOTE A steel exterior does not eliminate the fire load inside.

02 | Food and chemical separation

Follow product labels, food-safety rules and safety data sheets. Use separate approved areas and never improvise mixed
storage.

FIELD NOTE Convenient overflow is not a reason to combine incompatible products.

03 | Egress and occupancy

Obtain qualified design and local approval for doors, exits, electrical, ventilation, fire protection and accessibility before
occupancy.

FIELD NOTE A storage container is not an office simply because a desk fits inside.

04 | Electrical modifications

Use qualified electrical and structural professionals, listed equipment and required permits. Protect the container weather
envelope and grounding strategy.

FIELD NOTE Extension cords and DIY cutouts are not a permanent electrical system.
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OWNERSHIP

Four ownership decisions before delivery.

01 | Own vs off-site

Model the complete workflow and cost over the expected period. On-site ownership can be attractive when access is frequent
and the property supports long-term placement.

FIELD NOTE Do not ignore permitting, site work, insurance or the value of staff time.

02 | Multi-location standard

Define a common operating standard, then allow site-specific exceptions for access, climate and local approval.

FIELD NOTE A single physical layout will not fit every lot or delivery route.

03 | Surge capacity

Set a start trigger, approved contents, responsible owner and exit date before surge stock arrives.

FIELD NOTE Temporary overflow tends to become permanent when no exit rule exists.

04 | Resale and repurpose

Use qualified carriers, disclose alterations and check approvals before changing the use or location.

FIELD NOTE A modified storage unit may need new review before it becomes an office, retail space or another occupied
use.
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PRIMARY REFERENCES AND LIMITS

Traceable boundaries, not borrowed certainty.

Use the current version of every source and confirm the exact rule with the authority or qualified party that controls the
decision.

Hapag-Lloyd container specification

https://static-cf.hapag-lloyd.com/content/dam/website/downloads/press_and_media/publications/15211_Container_Specification_engl_Gesamt_web.p
df

OSHA 1910.176 material handling and storage

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.176

GENERAL LIMIT

Container specifications vary by manufacturer, type, age and exact unit. Site, contents, climate, carrier equipment and local
requirements also vary. This document is a planning aid and does not authorize the exact purchase, site, load, modification or
use.
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